
The typical home buyer puts all of their savings into the down payment, leaving very little money for 
immediate improvements. In general, this means if a buyer is choosing between two homes similar in 
price, they’re likely to choose the one that’s in better condition and move-in ready. For a faster sale, use 

this list to present your home as well cared for and inviting. 

MAKE MINOR REPAIRS 
Oil squeaky hinges. Fix that leaky faucet. Put a new screw in that 
doorknob that always comes off in your hand. Tending to small 
details really adds up with potential buyers.

CONSIDER MAJOR FIXES 
If there are any major repairs you’ve been putting off (like replacing 
the roof), discuss this with us. It may make sense to go ahead and 
take care of issues. Another good idea is painting your home—
nothing sells a house like a crisp, new coat of paint. 

ELIMINATE PESTS 
One bug, dead or alive could be all it takes for a potential buyer to 
be grossed out and put off. If there’s a chronic pest issue, it’s always 
best to get it handled by the professionals.

SPRUCE UP THE YARD 
Trim bushes to below window-level. Mow and edge the grass,  
pull weeds from flower beds, clip tree branches, tidy up vines  
and consider planting colorful flowers.

TOSS THE CARPET 
If your carpet is outdated, stained or just plain dingy, consider 
replacing it. This can provide a ton of home appeal and possibly 
eliminate unpleasant odors.

PURGE RUTHLESSLY 
If you don’t need it, don’t use it, or don’t like it—get rid of it.  
Closets, basements, pantries and other storage spaces should  
be cleared out and organized to appear big and roomy with  
ample space for lots more stuff.

CUT THE CLUTTER 
Take appliances off your countertops. Remove clothes  
from your closets (it will make them feel bigger). Organize  
your desk. Consider moving excess and oversized furniture  
into storage.

DEEP, DEEP CLEAN 
The cleaning to end all cleanings must take place before  
showing your home. Dust the tops of doors, vacuum every  
corner and baseboard, clean window sills, scrub mildew out of 
bathroom grout (re-grout if needed), clean the oven, wipe down  
the blinds—do it all.

WASH THE EXTERIOR 
Make the best impression from the start by cleaning exterior  
surfaces. Pressure washing wood, stone and vinyl surfaces  
removes years of grime that can make your home look older.  
Plus, a professional window washing will allow natural light to 
brighten your home.
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